
Sermon Notes 

I. Introduction 

• Passage: Acts 22:30-23:1 

• Title: "Standing Before Our Enemies" 

• Key Theme: Standing firm in faith and boldness when facing opposition. 

II. Key Themes and Discussions 

A. The Reality of Spiritual Warfare 

• Spiritual Battle: Pastor Josh emphasizes that while we face human opposition, the real 
battle is spiritual (Ephesians 6:12). 

• Satan’s Tactics: Satan seeks to destroy through deception, discouragement, and division. 
Believers must stay alert and spiritually armed. 

B. Paul’s Boldness Before His Enemies 

• Paul's Situation: Falsely accused of defiling the temple, Paul is dragged before the Jewish 
council, risking his life (Acts 22:30). 

• Courage in Christ: Paul looks intently at his enemies, not with fear but with confidence in 
God. His boldness comes from knowing his life’s purpose in Christ. 

• Maintaining a Clear Conscience: Paul declares that he has lived with a clear conscience 
before God (Acts 23:1). Pastor Josh encourages believers to live in obedience to God’s will, 
which gives them strength in trials. 

C. Loving and Praying for Our Enemies 

• Jesus’ Command: Jesus teaches that we are to love our enemies and pray for those who 
persecute us (Matthew 5:44). Pastor Josh reminds the congregation that this love must be 
evident in their lives. 

• Paul’s Example of Love: Despite facing deadly opposition, Paul’s heart was for his people, 
including those who sought to kill him. His love for them mirrored Christ’s love for His 
enemies. 

D. Practical Application for Believers 

• Stand Boldly: Like Paul, believers are called to stand boldly in their faith, even when it is 
unpopular or dangerous. 

• Pray for Boldness: Pastor Josh emphasizes the importance of prayer in asking God for the 
boldness to proclaim the Gospel (Ephesians 6:19-20). 

• Keep a Clear Conscience: Following Paul's example, believers should strive to live 
righteously, knowing that integrity before God strengthens them in trials. 



III. Conclusion 

• Reflection: Believers are called to follow Paul's example of boldness, humility, and love, 
standing firm in faith while praying for those who oppose them. 

• Encouragement: Pastor Josh closes with an exhortation to rely on the Holy Spirit for 
boldness and wisdom in navigating spiritual battles. 
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